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There are, of course, exceptions to the rule. The most sig-
nificant exist in Switzerland. According to article 131 of the
Swiss Civil Code, no marriage may be annulled on the ground
of a formal defect, if it has been celebrated before a public
marriage officer. Nor may a Swiss court annul a marriage,
unless the ground of nullity is also recognized by Swiss mu-
nicipal law.120 Thus, a Swiss court will not annul a foreign
marriage of Swiss nationals celebrated before a public officer,
although a formal defect invalidates the marriage under the
local law, nor will a foreign annulment in such case be
recognized in Switzerland.1"7
Another exception exists in France. On the theory of "pos-
session of status" {-possession tVetaf)^ article 196 of the Civil
Code prohibits an annulment on the ground of formal defect,
when the marriage is commonly reputed to exist and the
record of celebration before a civil officer can be produced.
While the Court of Cassation has refused to apply this pro-
vision to marriages celebrated abroad,128 there is a tendency
to extend it to all marriages celebrated before a French civil
officer and to all marriages of French nationals.129
Where the conflicts rule of the national law makes observ-
ance of the local ceremonies optional, a celebration, defective
under the law of the place of celebration, may be considered
valid in the homeland.
Evasion of formalities. Apart from the requirements of
some countries concerning publication and recording by their
nationals (see above at page 227), parties are generally free to
choose for an intended marriage a place anywrhere in the world
and may thus avoid the formalities prescribed in their own
country:
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